
Alabama’s beaches 
tourism summit



OUR MISSION
The mission of Gulf Shores & 

Orange Beach Tourism is to 
market Alabama’s Beaches as a 

year -round destination, while 
stewarding a thoughtful, 

sustainable level of growth, thus 
enhancing the economy and 

quality of life for all residents.



Tourism isn’t 
just an 

industry.
It’s the Spirit of our Communities.



2024 Tourism’s Economic impact
Baldwin County 

RELATED
JOBS

VISITOR
SPENDING

SALARIES & 
WAGES

NO. OF
VISITORS

8.4
MILLION

$ 7.8
BILLION

64
THOUSAND

$ 2.7
BILLION

Source: Alabama Department of Tourism, Economic Impact Report 2024



2024 Tourism’s Economic Impact 

Baldwin County
RELATED

JOBS

VISITOR

SPENDING

SALARIES & 

WAGES
NO. OF

VISITORS

8.38 M $7.91B 65 K $2.78 B

Source: Alabama Department of Tourism, Economic Impact Report 2024

2023

8.31M $7.86 B 65 K $2.70 B2022

8.03 M $7.32 B 63 K $2.42 B2021

8.39M $7.84B 64.6K $2.77B2024



2024 Tourism’s Economic impact

Alabama’s Beaches

RELATED
JOBS

VISITOR
SPENDING

SALARIES & 
WAGES

NO. OF
VISITORS

6.5
MILLION

$ 6.7
BILLION

55
THOUSAND

$ 2.4
BILLION

Source: Deravi, K. (2025). The economic impact of Gulf Shores, Orange Beach , & Fort Morgan Tourism Industry



2024 Tourism’s Economic impact 

Alabama’s Beaches
RELATED

JOBS

VISITOR

SPENDING

SALARIES & 

WAGES
NO. OF

VISITORS

6.46 M $6.68 B 55 K $2.4 B2023

6.39 M $6.62 B 55 K $2.38 B2022

6.21M $6.28 B 52 K $2.25 B2021

6.49M $6.69B 55.7K $2.4B2024

Source: Deravi, K. (2025). The economic impact of Gulf Shores, Orange Beach , & Fort Morgan Tourism Industry



m
ill

io
n

s
Taxable Lodging

Source: Alabama Department of Revenue

$433M
$465M $491M

$526M
$575M $556M

$815m

$890m $879m $871m
$923m

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
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Taxable retail

Source: Gulf Shores and Orange Beach Revenue Departments

$791M
$852M $865M

$938M
$995M $971M

$1.33B
$1.43B

$1.44B
$1.41B $1.42B

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025



Tourism 
keeps 

Alabama’s 
Beaches 

thriving.

                         



Vacation rental 
 nights available 2023 - 2025

Source: Key Data Dashboard
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Vacation rental 
 guest nights 2023 - 2025

Source: Key Data Dashboard
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Vacation rental 
 occupancy 2023 - 2025

Source: Key Data Dashboard
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Vacation rental adr  2023 - 2025

Source: Key Data Dashboard
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Top states in 2025
for vacation rentals

Source: Key Data Dashboard

1. Alabama
2. Louisiana
3. Tennessee
4. Mississippi
5. Georgia

6. Texas
7. Kentucky
8. Missouri
9. Arkansas
10.  indiana



Top cities in 2025
for vacation rentals

Source: Key Data Dashboard

1. Birmingham
2. Baton rouge
3. Mobile
4. Huntsville
5. Louisville

6. Lafayette
7. New orleans
8. Memphis
9. Metairie
10. Madison, ms



Source: Key Data Dashboard
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Source: Key Data Dashboard
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Top states in 2025
for hotels

Source: Key Data Dashboard

1. Alabama
2. Louisiana
3. Mississippi
4. Florida
5. Tennessee

6. Georgia
7. Texas
8. Missouri
9. Arkansas
10.  illinois



Top cities in 2025
for hotels

Source: Key Data Dashboard

1. Birmingham
2. Baton rouge
3. Mobile
4. Huntsville
5. Louisville

6. Lafayette
7. New orleans
8. Memphis
9. Metairie
10. Madison, ms



2026 
destination 

snapshot



2026 Vacation rental 
 occupancy Forecast

Source: Key Data Dashboard
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2026 vacation rental 
guest night Forecast

Source: Key Data Dashboard
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Vacation rental adr  2024 - 2026

Source: Key Data Dashboard
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Source: Key Data Dashboard
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Source: Key Data Dashboard
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Welcome center
update 



Beach  

engagement 

vehicle  

Destination 
appearances

141



Legislative & 
Policy Watch 
Issues Impacting Our Beaches 

and Tourism Industry



Legislative 
& Policy Watch 

AL HB 181  (Mud Dumping Bill) –  Supported by GUMBO and Gulf Shores & Orange 
Beach Tourism; currently on the Governor’s desk for signature. 

AL HB 260  and SB121  –  Actively opposed by GUMBO. Neither HB 260 or SB 121 has 
moved currently. Both bills have been referred to committee but have not yet been placed on a 

committee agenda. 

AL HB 296  –  Actively opposed by GUMBO. GUMBO facilitated discussions between the bill 
sponsor, Capitol Resources, and local short -term rental management companies, resulting in 

agreed -upon amendment language that exempts rental companies with a physical presence in 
Alabama. The committee advanced the bill as amended, addressing all concerns raised to date. 

The bill could receive a House floor vote soon, though it is not currently listed on the Special 
Order Calendar.



Destination
stewardship

32 Miles of Home







Thank You! 
Beth gendler

bgendler @alabamasbeaches .com
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